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GEORGE ROPER
(1882-1883)

Afour masted ron barque built to carry cargo

Diving on the Wreck of the George Roper

bow facing into Point Lonsdale Reef. The 66 ton steamer
Blackboy, used in the salvage of the vessel, lies nearby.

P ‘over 83 metre:
from the large anchor winch atthe bow, to the rudder which
lies seaward of the Lonsdale Resf.

The lower portion of the hull, below the bilge line, lies semi-

intact with the ship's keelson, side keelsons and bilge
‘slength. Atthe

bow,

of the wrack. A hawse hole can be seen amongst the hull
plating on the starboard side of the vessel.

Parts of the rigging such as masts, yards, backstays and
deadeyes lie among the hull remains. A lifting davit ies at
the stern with a bollard and bit nearby. Divers should also

side of the wreck.

Fragments of cargo including slate, ceramic pieces and
clay pipes aro strewn about the wreck.

The remnants of iron and other debris around the wreck
have become home to many different species of reef fish.
‘The wrack has also been colonised by masses of kelp and
other seawaed, making this a very colourful wreck dive.
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Dive Standard: Basic

Dive Conditions

Intermediate

attheend

Similar Wrecks in Victoria

Other
Shipwreck Discovery Trail are the Eliza Ramsden (Port

~ Phillip Bay), the Fiji (Moonlight Head), Falls of Halladale "

© ofthe ebb ide

Locating the Wreck of the George Roper
waim; Launch Site: Queensciif boat ramp

Longitude: 38° 17'54" S
Latitude: 144° 36'51"E

Compass Bearings:

1. Lonsdale Lighthouse - 346° (T)
2. End of Lonsdale Pier - 026° (T)
3. Point Nepean - 101° (T)

Locailty

on:

(Curdies Point), dalo),

g ly
, Philip Bay), La Bella (Warrnambool), Loch Ard (Port

Gampbell) and Sierra Nevada (Portsea Ocean Beach)

Help Protect Our Maritime Heritage
on 17 January, 1989 under the Commonwealth Historic
Shipwrecks Act (1976). Any damage or inerference to the

ge Fop:
severe.

Many wrecks are fragile and require constant monitoring.

Victoria's Hi
= Reporting any damage to wreck sites caused by
natural erosion or the activites of divers.

= Reporting artefacis which have become exposed
through erosion and are al isk from being washed away
or looting.

@ Reporting any diver seen acively looting a wreck.

@ Informing the Unit of a new wreck site. Divers who
find and report a new wreck may be entited to a reward.

Please contact the Maritime Archaeology Unit at:
Victoria Archagological Survey
29-31 Victoria Avenue
Albert Park VIC 3206
Telephone: (03) 630 5322
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