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Jawbone 
Marine Sanctuary 
 
 

A coastal haven close to 
Melbourne 
West of the beach at Williamstown, there is a 
small promontory known as ‘The Jawbone’.  
Protected from the rest of the world for over 
eighty years by the Williamstown rifle range, 
this area is now a haven for coastal and 
marine life – right next to the city of Melbourne. 
 
Within this small area a wide variety of coastal 
habitats are found.  On the west of the 
promontory, there is an extensive saltmarsh 
and a stand of White Mangroves.  Where the 
water makes its way between the rocks are 
sections of sandy beaches and some seagrass 
beds. 
 
As the tide comes in, water flows over the 
mangrove roots and allows fish and other 
animals to move in and feed under the 
mangroves and amongst the seagrasses.  
 
The eastern side is dominated by basalt 
boulders, a reminder of the volcanic history of 
this side of the Bay.  From those areas high up 
on the shore, covered in yellow lichens, to 
submerged boulders and ledges with 
encrusting worms and mussels, the sanctuary 
is an important refuge for many species.  On 
the shore, the basalt rock has weathered into 
smaller rocks, creating pools that support a 
range of intertidal life. 

 
 

Pretty gardens of green or pink coralline algae 
adorn the rock pools.  Numerous sea-stars and 
crabs inhabit the crevices, while shrimps and 
small fish dart amongst the weeds. 
 
Jawbone Marine Sanctuary is part of a system 
of 13 Marine National Parks and 11 smaller 
Marine Sanctuaries created by the Victorian 
Government to ensure that representative 
samples of Victoria’s diverse, distinctive and 
amazing marine environment are conserved 
for future generations. 
 
These parks and sanctuaries now protect 5.3% 
of Victoria’s coastal waters, safeguarding 
important marine habitats and species, and 
complementing our world-class national parks 
system on land. 
  
By keeping some of these marine areas in a 
natural state, free from potentially damaging 
human activities, we will protect these 
environments into the future. 
 
 

Enjoying Jawbone Marine 
Sanctuary 
There are many pleasant ways to enjoy this 
tranquil sanctuary, such as snorkelling over the 
wide variety of habitat that includes 
seagrasses, boulders and local kelp forests.  
As you snorkel over the reefs and seagrass, 
you may see the globe or porcupine fish, 
recognisable by its big eyes and fleshy lips, 
and conspicuous covering of large yellow 
spines. 
 
Take time out to explore the rockpools, or 
watch the tide come in from the boardwalk.  
Discover how the mangroves and saltmarshes 
survive in this challenging environment. 
 
There are excellent bird watching opportunities 
from the boardwalk at the Jawbone and nearby 
hides for a wide range of wader birds including 
some international migratory waders during the 
summer months.  Birdwatching and dolphin 
spotting are also possible from Compass Point.  
 
For something different, try sea kayaking and 
canoeing, with access to the area from nearby 
Williamstown. 
 

 
White Mangrove 
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